
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
INSTALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT

110 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON DC 20310-0110

June 18, 2004

MEMORANDUM THRU DIRECTOR OF THE ARMY STAFF

FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance Policy for New Airborne Exposures Limits for GB, GA,
GD, GF, VX, H, HD, and HT

To continue providing a safe and healthful environment, the U .S. Army is adopting the
airborne exposure limits criteria for the general population and chemical workers as
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance contained in
Federal Register (FR) Volume 68, Number 196, 9 October 2003 for nerve agents GB, GA, and
VX and FR Volume 69, Number 85, May 3, 2004 for Mustard Agents H, HD, and HT .
Additionally, the Army has chosen to revise the GD and GF values, for consistency .

Attached is the Interim Guidance Policy implementing the revised airborne exposure limits
for these chemical warfare agents . This guidance rescinds Department of the Army
Memorandum, dated 10 June 2003, subject: "Interim Guidance on Nerve and Mustard Agent
Decontamination and Medical Services in Industrial Activities" and takes precedence when
conflicting with existing Army publications .

The revised airborne exposure limits apply to all chemical agent operations and activities
involving these agents except for tactical military operations and military training (e.g ., Chemical
Defense Training Facility (CDTF)) involving military-designed equipment (e.g ., NATO
approved). HQDA will continue to review the operations at the CDTF to ensure protection of the
military students and the supporting staff .

Commands, installations, and activities will revise or develop all documentation and
operations involving chemical agents GB, GA, GD, GF, VX, H, HD, and HT to comply with the
attached interim policy as necessary . The implementation deadline for chemical agents GB,
GA, GD, GF, and VX is 1 January 2005, and for chemical agents H, HD, and HT, the
implementation deadline is 1 July 2005. This office will coordinate this implementation policy
with the Department of Defense Explosive Safety Board and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention .

If you have any questions regarding this policy, contact Mr. James Dries, (703) 695-1020,
james.dries@us.army.mi l .

Ray

	

J. Fatz
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army

(Environment, Safety and Occupational Health)
OASA (I&E)

Enclosure

Printed on Recyded Paper
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